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its mysterious break-up in India,  found a permanent home
and an immense though distorted development as the greatest
established  religion   of  China.    Vet  Buddhism  is  only one
among others, for the Chinese  Government  seems, perhaps
alone among civilized States, to have solved the problem of
maintaining   simultaneous   relations,  close   and  sympathetic,
with several established official religions.   In European States,
wherever uniformity of belief can no longer be preserved, the
State usually finds it impossible to identify itself with several
rival creeds, and very inconvenient to remain on good terms
with one particular creed,  whereupon it withdraws as  much
as possible from connection with any of them*   In Mahomedan
countries this difficulty is forestalled by diligently stamping out
all creeds but one, wherever this is possible*   But in China, so
far as can be judged from written accounts, the peculiarity is
that the  State is not only tolerant and fairly impartial to a
multiplicity of creeds and worships (for that is seen everywhere
in Asia beyond the pale of Islam), but  that  at  least  three
established religions  are fostered and  sedulously patronised
by the Government according to their specialities and respec-
tive values in use, for the great purposes of the orderly ad-
ministration of the Empire, and the upholding of the national
traditions of conduct and morality.    Nowhere is the principle
of adapting the motive power of religion to the machinery of
administration carried out so scientifically as it appears to be
in China.    The vast area and the immense population of the
Empire afford ample room for several religions ; the system of
government finds employment and a congenial atmosphere for
them aXL    The tradition of the Imperial Court is to keep the
Emperor's person in august and majestic seclusion; the prac-
tice is to set out all their administrative proceedings and acts
of State under imposing formjilaries and high-soTinding moral
ordinances, keeping the inner mechanism of the State secret
and mysterious.    All this system harmonizes with and favours
the policy of associating religion with every department of the
public service, and of identifying the laws of the Government
with the decrees of Heaven.    The State interposes itself as
much  as possible between the  people and their  gods,   the